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Church History.---No. 2. 

The Revival Church encountered the antag- 
onist claims of Holiness and Anti-slavery near- 
ly at the same time, and under similar cireum- 
In the spring of 1834, the birth of 
the doctrine of Holiness shook the Theological 
school at New Haven to its foundations. On 
the 6th of October following, the Anti-slavery 
excitement in Lane Seminary reached its eri- 
Dr. 
Taylor, the pioneer theologian of the Kast, con- 
Dr. Beecher, the pioneer 


stances. 


sis, and rent that school into fragments. 


fronted Holiness. 
reformer of the West, confronted Anti-slavery. 

The subject of Anti-slavery, and also of Ho- 
liness, had been agitated in the country at large 
more or less for several years previous to 1834; 
but the attention of the Revival Church had 
not been effectually fastened upon either of 
them, till these explosions in the two favorite 
Theological schools, and in the presence of the 
two greatest men of that church, summoned it 
to new discussions and responsibilities. 

Mr. Finney, who had long been the pilot of 
the Revival Church, was absent from his post 
at this crisis. Exhausted by labors and ex- 
citements, he had sailed for the Sandwich Is- 
lands. Whatever may be his ultimate respon- 
sibility for the course of things before and af- 
ter, he was not directly implicated in the trans- 
actions of 1834, by which Holiness was reject- 
ed, Anti-slavery espoused, and the Revival 
stopped. The New York Evangelist was at 
that time the principal organ of the Revival 
Church, and Joshua Leavitt, its editor, was 
probably the actual helmsman, in the absence 
of Mr Finney. But on this point we shall in- 
quire further hereafter. 

We will direct our attention for the present 
to the immediate actors in the two critical 
scenes at New Haven and at Lane Seminary. 
Theodore D. Weld was the student in Dr. 
Beecher’s school, who stirred up and consum- 
mated the Anti-slavery-insurreetion. John H. 
Noyes was the student in Dr. Taylor’s school, 
who called the attention of the church to the 
doctrine of Holiness. The two suits that have 
been on trial before heaven and earth, from 
that time to this, may be designated as the 
case of T. D. Weld vs. Dr. Beecher, and the 
case of J. H. Noyes vs. Dr. Taylor: or 
in other words, Antislavery vs. the Revival 
Church, and Holiness vs. Taylorism. We will 
try to understand and trace the course of these 
suits. 

We have said that Holiness summoned the 
Revival Church to advance, while Anti-slavery 
bade it fall back ; and this we have said, be-. 
cause Holiness is in its nature an internal re- 
form, while Anti-slavery is an external reform : 
Holiness is spiritual—Anti-slavery is moral : 
Holincss belongs to religion—Anti-slavery 
to polities: Holiness points to grace—Anti- 
slavery to legality. 
the two suits, though nearly simultaneous, and 
similar in appearance and circumstances, were 
the reverse of each other in their actual merits. 


Willow Place, Brooklyn, If 


If this view is correct, | spiritual principles of interpretation, very much 
in advance of those of his predecessor. 


parties to the suits that commenecd in 1834, in 


vival Church, Weld was pushing earthward, 
and Noyes was pushing heavenward. Dr. 
Beecher resisted an apostasy, and Dr. Taylor 
resisted an ascension. It is now eighteen years 
since this was the position of the parties. It 





may be presumed that in the course of that 
, or ne 
and especially is this to be presumed, if we be- | 


Church. 
position of Weld, Beecher, and Taylor. 

1. Weld, after leading the best part of the 
Revival Church, i. e., its young men, away 
from revivals into Anti-slavery ; after instruct- 
ing and sending out, in imitation of Christ, his 


Let us then glance at the present 


seventy disciples, to preach, not salvation, but 
abolition ; and after bowing the Bible to the ser- 





vice of Anti-slavery in his Bible Argument, be- | 
came himself a transcendentalist, lost his inter- | 
est in the Bible, denying at least the authority 


the service of abolitionism as well as the gos- 
pel, is about connecting himself with an Asso- 
ciation, composed principally of Unitarian 
Fourierites. 


time maintaining their position as servants of 
the Bible, and at least following after holiness 








with more liberality and earnestness than the 
Taylor school allowed, (witness Mrs. H. B. 
Stowe’s article on Primitive Christian experi- 
ence in our 3d No.,) have reached the ascend- 
ant position, not only in the Religious, but in 
the Anti-slavery world. The last have become 
first. Mrs. Stowe, a daughter of that very Dr. 
Beecher who withstood T. D. Weld in 1834, 
has beat Weld in his own field. Her exhibi- 
tion of Slavery as it is, in *‘ Uncle Tom’s Cab- 
in,’ is moving the world as his never did. And 
the very life and beauty of her book is its loy- 
alty to the Bible and tu Christ. Indeed the 
fundamental moral of Uncle Tom’s Cabin is 
exactly what the New Testament teaches, viz., 
that the true hope of the slave is not in Aboli- 
tion, but in the Gospel of eternal life. Mrs. 
Stowe’s inspiration, and the inspiration of the 
whole Beecher family, is directly connected 
with that faithfulness to the Bible, that love of 
Revivals, and that hope of a Millennium of 
Holiness, which characterized the Revival 
Church previous to 1834, and from which 
Weld with the flower of that church apostatiz- 
ed, by substituting Anti-slavery for Christianity. 
3. Dr. Taylor was in 1834, the great light 
of the Revival Church. What is he now ?— 
We cannot tell. We have scarcely heard of 
him, except as a politician, and champion of 
the Fugitive Slave Law, these ten years.— 
Taylorism, which used to be the leading stock 
in the religious market, is not spoken of in any 
circle or paper that we meet with. All we 
know of our old friend and foe, is, that Dr. Ba- 
con, who was his right hand man in the old 
wars, has fallen away from him, and joined the 
progressives, (such as Henry Ward Beecher, ) 
and that the influence of the Beecher family, 
which is now very weighty, is against him on 
the subject of his quarrel with Dr. Bacon and 
his sister, on the subject of Antislavery, and 
we may add, (in view of Mrs. Stowe’s article 
before referred to,) on the subject of Holiness. 
It is worthy of note also, as a sign of the pass- 
ing away of the old Taylorite dynasty that 
withstood the doctrine of Holiness in New Eng- 
land in 1834, that Prof Stowe, the husband of 
our semi-Perfectionist authoress, is in Moses’ 
[Stuart’s] seat at Andover, and has announced 


Such is the present position of three of the 


Our 





From the previous spiritual position of the Re- 





relation to Anti-Slavery and Holiness. 





readers do not need any information about the |spirit, we flood ourselves with the poison of 


fourth. In the suit of Anti-Slavery vs. 


dence seems to be entirely in favor of the De- 


the | unbelief. 
Revival Church, the verdict of time and Provi- 


Security and success in using the tongue 





| must evidently come as the gift of God. James 


fendant: while in the suit of Holiness vs. Tay-| says, ‘The tongue can no man tame,’ &e.— 


lorism, though no verdict has yet been ren-| But the natural inference from his language is 


time the legitimate tendencies of the turn then | dered, the indications are against the Defend- | that Christ can. 


is one of the wonders of the time, is a defeat 


in Holiness, represented by Dr Taylor. 


vivals continues. 


We reprint on another page, along letter 


from Chauncey HK. Dutton to Theodore D. 


of Paul ; and now, after a long abandonment of 


Weld, which the reader will find to be interes- 
ting in connection with the foregoing history. 
Dutton was one of the students in the Theolog- 
ical Seminary at New Haven, who embraced 
the doctrine of Holiness in the spring of 1834. 
The letter, it will be observed, was written and 





ses we have spoken of; i. e., after the crisis at 
| New Haven, and before that at Lane Seminary. 
ror CIRCULAR. 


The Tongue. 


THE 


The tongue, as described in the Bible, has 
much power, both for good and evil. Individuals 
are there represented as having a lying, per- 
verse, boasting, deceitful, double, flattering 
tongue ; while others are spoken of as having 
the law of kindness, wisdom, and health, in their 
tongues. David says, ‘What man is he that 
desireth life and loveth many days, that he may 
Keep thy tongue from eyil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile.’ Solomon says, ‘A 
wholesome tongue is a tree of life; but per- 
verseness therein is a breach in the spirit.’— 
‘He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life.’ 
‘There is that speaketh like the piercings of a 
sword ; but the tongue of the wise is health.’ 
‘ Pleasant words are as an honey-comb, swect 
to the soul and health to the bones.’ Itis evi- 
dent from this testimony that our tongues may 
be conductors of good or bad spirits. When 
charged with truth and purity, they convey 
life and health to soul and body ; but the wurds 
of an unconverted, perverse tongue, are as 
wounds, and the piercings of asword. Words, 
whatever their nature, generate a magnetism 
around us, which will impart strength and edi- 


see good ? 


fication, or the contrary. 

It is manifest that the use of the tongue has 
much to do with an individual’s spiritual expe- 
rience. Whether a person’s experience be 
joyful and satisfactory, or whether it be one of 
suffering and distress, depends to a great ex- 
tent on the way his tongue is employed.— 
‘Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, 
keepeth his soul from trouble.? (Prov.21: 23.) 
‘A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit 
of his mouth, and with the increase of his lips 
shall he be filled. Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue; and they that love it 
shall eat the fruit thereof.’ (Prov. 18: 20,21.) 
‘A fool’s mouth is his destruction, and his lips 
are the snare of his soul.* (Prov. 18: 7.) 


Looseness of the tongue draws the attention 


So that with all the impor- 


taken by each have manifested themselves ;|ant. The rising of the Beecher family, which | tance that attaches to a right use of the tongue, 


| (and we cannot expand this idea too much,) 


lieve that the God of the Bible and of Holiness | to both the Anti-Slavery apostasy, represen- |we may be sure that he that believeth shall fini 
is watching and controlling the fortunes of the | ted by Weld, and to the opposition to advance | it easy to control it. 

But 
let it not be forgotten that the dearth of Re- 
We said to Mr. Finney in 
1837, and we say again, that dearth will contin- 
we till the Revival Church shall deal honestly 
with this saying of the word of God— We 
THAT IS BORN OF Gop DOTH NoT ComMIT SIN.’ 


Wallingford, December, 1850. 





A Sign. 

A view of New York city presents. one spec- 
tacle that is not without an interesting mean- 
ing. Far above the city, elevated toa sublime 
height on the spire of Trinity Church, stands 
the Cross, known among all nations as the sym- 
bol of the sceptre of Christ. 
a fair sign of the interior fact—that: Christ is 
King of kings and Lord of lords; that all pow- 
er is given unto him in heaven and’ on earth ; 
and though unacknowledged, he is yet supreme, 
working all things after the pleasure of his own 
will. As the Cross from its lofty ominenee 
overlooks the city and is witness of ifs stirring 


It presents to us 





2. Dr. Beecher and his family, in the mean | published in the interval between the two eri- scenes, ¢0 Christ is looking down upon it from 


his throne. He knows all that is going on, and 
he is the ruling spirit in all its motion: he an- 
imates the living tide that sweeps Broadway, 
|and puts into the heart of each particular ac- 
| tor tofulfil hiswill. Te is present ‘on Change,” 
and himself makes what is to be made, let who 
will seem to be the fortunate winner. The 
culminating point of the sovereign city of the 
most civilized nation in the world, is surmount- 
ed by the Cross of Christ, the sign and title of 
his sovereignty. i. 





Thoughts on Salvation. 

I have of late been very. much edified by 
reading the Home Talk, in,aslate No. of the 
Circular, entitled, ‘ Salvation by our own Arm,’ 
The idea that it is the object of all God’s deal- 
ings with us, to toughen us, and make us able 
in ourselves, to cope with evil in any form, is 
very encouraging. It is not enough to be bare- 
ly saved as poor, weak creatures ; but we are to 
become a principality, each individual, stronger 
than any of the principalities of evil. 

It is not presumptucus or arrogant for us to 
take this position; on the contrary, it is the 
highest acknowledgment of our own weakness 
and insufficiency, and of the grace and power 
of God. ‘In him we live, and move, and have 
our being ;? and it is he that ‘ worketh in us to 
witl and to do of his good pleasure.’ 

As soldiers of the Almighty, clad in the ar- 
mor of rightcousness, we are invincible. The 
Devil’s venomous shafts will fall on usin vain— 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, is our 
fortress, our rock of defence. With the sword 
of the Spirit, (the word of God) we shall be 
able to sever any snares or entanglements Sa- 
tan can envelope us with. 

Taking Christ as our great exemplar we 
can reckon ourselves equal to any emergency. 
‘ Through the eternal Spirit, Christ offered him- 
self without spot to God,’ and it is by the 
same agency that we are to be made clean. 

My faith in this respect is steadily increasing, 
and by the grace of God I shall lay hold on 


eternal life. A. W. C. 





ParentaL Governmenr.—We take the following 





outward, and wastes away the life, while a 
chaste tongue is helping the heart to treasure 
up things good and honest. 


fession of Christ. 
fession, helps our growth and enlargement as 
really as believing and doing; and we also 
know that by using the tongue in a bad, willful 


All believers know the e'liciency ofa con- 
The sealing of faith by con- 


quotation from the memoirs of Rev. Wm. B. Lighton: 
“Tt is not parental fondness, nor parental 
authority, taken separately, that can produce a 
beneficial effect. A father may be as fond of 
his offspring as he possibly can be, and his chil- 
dren be disobedient and rebellious ; he may be 
as authoritative as the Grand Turk, and his chil- 
dren despise and plot rebellion against him.— 





But let parental authority be tempered with 
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whi. 


fatherly affection, and let the reins of discipline + 
be steadily held by this powerful but affection- 
ate hand, and there shall the pleasure of God 


‘life for evermore.”’ Many fine families have 
heen spoiled, and many ruined, by the separate 
exercise of these two principles. 

“ Parental affection when alone, infallibly de- 
generates into foolish fondness; and parental 
authority frequently degenerates into brutal tyr- | 
anny, when standing by itself. The first sort | 
of parents will be loved, without being respec- | 
‘ed; the second sort will be dreaded, without | 
either respect or esteem. In the first case, | 
obedience is not eracted, and is therefore felt to | 
be unnecessary, as offences of great magnitude | 
pass without punishment or reprebension, In| 
the second ease, rigid exaction renders obedi- 
ence almost impossible ; and the smallest delin- | 
queney is often punished with the extreme of 
torture, which, hardening the mind, renders du- 
ty a matter of perfect indifference. | 

¢ Parents, lay these things to heart! Teach | 
your children to fear God; use wholesome dis- | 
tipline ; be determined ; begin in time ; mingle | 
strictness and mercy together in all your con- | 
luct ; and earnestly pray to'God to second your | 
vodly discipline with the power and grace of his | 


Spirit.” | 


THE CIRCULAR. | 


LYN, DRG. 15, 1382. 





BROOK 
raged | 


Criticism of the Nerves. | 


We are satisfied that Vervousness is now the prin- | 





ipal enemy of health, which our people are called to | 
necounter. We have faced the various overt forms of 


lisease, as cholera, consumption, &e., and driven | 


} 


prosper ; there will he give his blessing, even | 


| gone 


ishe hated, except Napoleon. 


ake to publish some of these letters, were it not that 
they seem intended as confidential. To those who 
are looking for a union with our school, we recom- 
We expect the means and the power 
of enlargement in due time. Meanwhile we advise 
all who are interested, to study carefully our publi- 
jeations, as a means of improvement and preparation, 


mend patience. 


If there is a lively chemical union formed with the 
| es > P 

| truth and spirit of the school, the delay in outward 
movements will be no disadvantage. 





74> Sacramento City, California, has been nearly 
destroyed Ly fire. 2500 buildings were burned, and 
property estimated at $10,000,000, 


78> They are beginning to reckon the gold exported 
from Australia, by the ton. On the 28d of Noy. 
three vessels arrived at England with over 7 tons on 
board. 


ra@- Greenough, the celebrated Sculptor, has he- 
come insane. The N. Y. Times says insanity is 
largely on the increase, and attributes it to the ex- 
cessive mental activity of the people, and the con- 
tinual excitement for wealth. 


ra" Orson Pratt, 2 Mormon Elder or aposile, has 
to Washington to start a paper. The public 
excitement about their marriage system seems to 


have died away. 


Sincere put Nov Morosk.—The combination of 
good humor with criticism, ascribed to the genius of 
Mad. de Stael in the following sketch, is something 
for study: 

The leading feature of Mad. de Stael’s private 
character, was her inexhaustible kindness of tem- 
per; it cost her no trouble to forgive injuries. There 
seems not to have been a creature on earth whom 
** Her friendships were 
ardent and remarkably constant ; and yet she had a 


them from the field. We understand from Oneida, | ),,yi¢ of analyzing the characters, even of these to 








that there is not a sick person there; and the same 
Lut 


insensible kind of disease, 


3 true of all our Associations. here is .Ver- 


vousness, a more latent, 
the secret seat and source, perhaps, of all others, 
which we have yet fully to understand and overcome, 
it is a great subject, deep almost as life itself; and 
our object in this notice, is rather to direct investi- 
zation, than to dogmatize. 

All pleasure and pain seems to be a matter of the 
nerves. 
strument, whose strings vibrate exquisite harmony, 
or excruciating discord, according to the hand which 
sweeps over them. Hence the variableness of our 
sensations. ‘To-day we feel first rate—firm and 
muoyant in spirit—clear in mind and body. To- 
morrow, perhaps, there isa creeping dullness—an 


inward labor, and general loss of tone in the system. | 


Then there is a period of positive prin and discord, 


fever and ague, tooth-ache, headache, &c. Then we 
suddenly throw off the evil action, and return toa | 


state of healthy rest. Some will attribute these 
changes to our outward habits and dealings with 
matter, and of course seck for a remedy in dieting, 
bathing, exercise, &¢.; but to us this seems a most 
insufficient theory. Itis like attempting to regu- 
late the derangements of a factory, by going outside 
ind altering the shape of the pond, and the course 
of the stream. This may be desiruble among other 
things, but the main difficulty should be souglit for 
inthe machinery itself. So we are satisfied that 
che various derangements and Cistresses of the body 
ive to be traced to the nervous system, and through 
that to the g@firit. The real difficulty in every case 
s not outside of us, in doing this, 
that, but is inside of us; and there we must meet 
and conquer it. 

What we want primarily, is, to sulmit cur nerves 
to the Spirit of truth; to make them obedient and 
liscriminating in favor of good. ‘The nerves are al 
the time bringing reports to the brain from every 
part of the body, and these reports constitute our 
zood or bad sensations, If the nerves are ina dis- 
obedient,unconverted state, they do not report truth- 
fully, either good or evil. They stimulate good sen- 
sations into undue excitement anldexcess: and they 
magnify and exaggerate evil ones out of all propor- 
tion to the truth. A tooth-ache or a little pain in 
the body is made to swallow up for the time being all 
ther thought and sensation. This is manifestly a 
wrong state of things, and we believe may be cured. 
The nerves may be brought into a state of obedience 
and fear of God, where they shall report themselves 
truthfully, and in a way to serve faith. 

We invite our friends to examine this.subject with 
us, and togird themselves for a push against the 
whole line of insensib/e diseases. Let us vow that 
the truth shall reign in all our nervous system, as 
wellas inour mind and heart. In another article 


we will proceed to illustrate our views more fully. 





TA It is very evident that Communism, in con- 
nection with the gespel of holiness, is attracting the 
interest of devout and reflecting persons in all parts 
of the country. We have frequent letters from per- 
sons who are entire strangers. but who seem to be 


of this description, stating their difficulties, their dis- | s . : 
jascending the moral heavens toward the tropic | 


satisfaction with present society, and their long- 
cherished desire for something better. We should 


The nervous system is « grand musical in- | 


or failing to do | 


whom she was most attached, with the most unspa- 
jring sagacity, and of drawing out the detail and 
theory of their faults and peculiarities with the most 
| searching and unrelenting rigor; and this she did 
| to their faces, and in spite of their most earnest re- 
monstrances. ‘It is impossible for me to do other- 
| wise,’ she would say; ‘if 1 were on my way to the 
lseaffold, I should be dissecting the characters of the 
| friends who were to suffer with me upon it.’ "--E/i- 
za Cook's Journal. 

! 


| The Hope of the World. 

| Jt is eold weather for the time of year,’ said 
lone ‘ Yes,’ was the 
| reply, ‘and it will be no warmer till the snow 


man to another in spring. 


| nelts on the mountains.? ‘ True,’ said the first, 
i and the snow won’t melt on the mountains till 
| the weather 
ideas manifest in this talk, is very natural and 


moderates.? The confusion of 
ivery common in men’s thoughts and reasonings 
labout causes and effects which act reciprocally 
}upon each other. Snow on the mountains cer- 
ltainly has an effect to keep the weather cold, 
land cold weather certainly has an effect to keep 
}snow on the mountains. So that if one should 
| take nothing but this reciprocal action into ae- 
icount, and never think far enough to ascertain 


iwhich of the two agencies is en fhe whole the 


j cause of the other, he would be obliged to con- | 


elude that the cold weather would keep the snow 





jon the mountains, and the snow on the moun- 
|tairs would keep the weather cold for ever and 
} ever. 


|agencics and think of the sun as the cause of 
i warm weather, ascending steadily toward the 
| tropic, and warming all things, in spite of the 
isnow on the mountains, we see that the cold 


| 


But when we go back of both these 


weather is on the whole the cause, and the snow 


fon the mountains is the effectj—that their ac- 


tion upon each other, though reciprocal, is not 


equal, and that we may rationally hope for sum- 


the weather warmed 





: 
mer, because by the sun 
| 


i will surely conquer the snow. 


Tn the same way, one man may say to anoth- 
er—— The world is in an awful state of wicked- 
ness and misery.? ‘ Yes,’ might be the reply, 
‘and it will be no better till it turns its attention 
to spiritual things.’ ‘ True,’ ihe first might re- 
join, ‘and it never will turn its attention to 
spiritual things till it is a better world.’ In this 
way we might hustle cause and effect back and 
forth, till we should come to the conclusion that 
the wickedness of the world shuts out spiritual- 


ity, and the unspirituality of the world keeps it 





jin wickedness, so that there is no hope of its 
‘ever being saved. But there is a cause at work 
!back of both these 


lthan either of them. 


agencies, that is stronger 
God, like the sun, is 





of salvation. lis influence is infusing  spirit- 


uality into the world in spite of its wickedness, , 


much us we do at the destructive ones ; and 


When we take his agency into the account, we beyond this, we should look at the power of 
perceive that though wickedness keeps men un- 
spiritual, and unspirituality keeps men wicked, 
yet on the whole, unspirituality is cause and ofnature. Such contemplation will strength- 
wickedness effect. And so we see the order in en our hearts, by enabling us to see how 


| Christ in its co-operation with the elasticity 


which evil will be abolished, and the power on | 
which we may confidently rest our hopes of a | 
spiritual summer. (rod will warm the spiritual 
atmosphere, and this warm atmosphere will melt 


much we have to rely upon in the organiza- 
tion that God has given us. There are 


vast provisions made in it, for meeting hos- 


the snows of wickedness. Then the reciprocal ee oe ead 
action will be reversed—-good will react upon i - matty — os ine - we Gos 
good, instead of evil upon evil. Spirituality | fairly with our organizations, they will prove 
will work righteousness, and righteousness will | to us that the preserving power is full as 
reproduce spirituality. —| Reprint. = 
ri. ea. Our sys- 

7 T alle 1& NWN h 

Cable-Calk, by J. §. N.--No. 44. 


aaa atatatatate 


‘busy as the destructive power. 
items have a right to say, on the basis of 
» | facts,—* Though I fall seven times, yet will 





December 8, 1852. | 
We were lately interested considerably in| 
investigations which particularly related to | 
Oxy- | 


the destructive agencies in nature. 
gen, for instance, was compared to fire, 
which would consume every thing if left to 
its own course. Let us now look at the other 
side of the subject, and consider the princi- 
ples in nature which are antagonist to de-| 
struction. 

Physicians tell us of a principle in nature 





which they call vis medicatrix nature, (the 
healing power of nature.) They say that| 


when any thing is out of order in the human | 
system, internally or externally, there is a| 
tendency in the system to resume its heal- 
thy condition, and return to its regular ac- 


tion; and that this tendency is very pow- 


I rise again.’ 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 148. 
Reported Decwmen 11, 1852. 
HOW TO TAKE THE WEATHER." 

There is no doubt that we are ail, con- 
unconsciously, a good deal affec- 
state of the weather ; and this is 
which taken into 
account in all our disquisitions on the subject 
of health. In order to give our faith in 
Christ fair play, we must surround ourselves 
with intelligence in every direction ; and 
in this case we must learn the truth about 
the effects of climate in general—the differ- 
ent effects of warm and cold climates, and 
the effects of changes in our own climate 


sciously or 
ted by the 


something should be 


from summer to winter, and from fair wea- 


erful, and constantly in operation. i " 
ul, and constantly in operation. If} 4. to foul. 
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you cut yourseif, or, receive a wound in any 
way, immediately the organizing force com- 
mences its healing work. All intelligent 
physicians rely on this healing power in na- 
ture ; they do not expect to restore the sick 
by any thing they put into their systems, 
but expect the system will restore itself. 


All they can do is to assist this healing pow- 
They say 
that a disease or wound is simply a repress- 
ton—a check or restraint of the vital force, 
which tends to return again to its original 
state and action. ‘This elasticity of life is 


er, and relieve it of obstructions. 


the vis medicatrix nature. 

Now superadded to this healing power of 
nature, we have in the faith of Christ, the 
vis medicatriz RESURRECTIONTS, or the vis 
medicatrix CHRISTI; i. e., the healing power 
of the resurrection, or of Christ. This is 
something more than the vis medicatrix na- 
ture, and does actually put cnto the system 
what the doctors confess they cannot. They 
do not pretend to introduce new elasticity into 
the system, or to give the spring of life new 
temper: they can only give the vital power 
free play, by removing obstructions fiom it. 
But the vis medicatrix Christi professes to 
give new elasticity to the life—to put new 
temper into the spring. 

As I said, we have given our attention 
to the destructive agencies in nature—have 
looked into the mouth of the destroyer; and 
now let us look at the other branch of the 
subject. Let us contemplate the vis medi- 
catriz nature, as we have oxygen, for in- 
stance, and discern its versatility of action 
—see how subtle its workings are—how it 
will overcome obstructions. It is so in- 
genious in its operations that some of the old 
physicians have affirmed that it was an in- 
telligent mind-—not a blind force, but a 
force, acting with the potentiality of will and 
intelligence, in restoring parts that are dis- 
eased and decayed. 

On the one side, there is all the evil in 
the universe, including Satan himself, en- 
deavoring to destroy every thing: and, on 
the other side, there is God, with all his 
mighty power of good, busy in healing and 
restoring things to their healthy state. In 
our investigation of nature, we should look 
at the healing and restoring agencies full as 





‘consumption is the great 


/prime-minister of death, and complaints of 


the lungs have disturbed our peace in the 
Association more than any other. Now you 
will observe that lung complaints are very 
closely connected with the climate. The 
prevalence of consumption is generally at- 
tributed to the changes of weather in our 
northern latitude : so that it is very impor- 
tant for us to know the truth about this mat- 
ter-—how far we are affected by the weath- 
er, and how far we may get clear of the 
liabilities from that quarter; and in what 
way our faith is to get the victory. 
Whenever I think of the weathers af- 
fecting me unkindly, there is something dis- 
agreeable to me in the idea of imputing evil 
and mischievous power to the rain and wind 
and simple elements, however vigorous they 
may be in their action, or sudden and migh- 
ty in their changes. It does not seem to 
me fair, without a strict examination, to 
charge on them these lung complaints, and 
difficulties that come with 
what is called a rigorous climate, changes of 
weather, &c.; and I look about for some 


in connection 


other way to account for the facts that ex- 
ist. Our philosophy always teaches us to 
seck for the causes of 
invisible world, and not in the material ele- 
ments ; and I do not see why we may not 
take that principle of Paul’s— Every crea- 
ture of God is good,’ and extend it to the 
weather. ‘I'o extend that principle to the 
weather, we should say that all sorts of wea- 
ther are good, and nothing to be refused, if 
received with thanksgiving. I see no rea- 
son why cloudy weather and north-east 
storms are not among the creatures of God, 
and to be received with thanksgiving, for 
the wholesome and pleasant variations they 
afford us. 

I think there is another way to account 
for what we see and feel as apparently the 
mischievous effects of climate and weather. 
We notice in our dealings with the world 
that people are always cross in stormy, slop- 
py weather. It is because their hearts are 
in their business, and that suffers at such 
times; the farmer cannot work out doors 
and the merchant misses his customers.— 
There is a great class whose life is all out 
doors; and to such, a storm isa vexatious 
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‘you abstain wholly from the cup of devils, and 
‘confess it before men. There is no moral rec- 
situde in demanding the instant release of the 
slave from the yoke of human tyranny, while 
at the same time you submit to servile acts of 
willing obedience to the king of tyrants. I 
prefer no charge against you, beloved, or any 
of your coadjutors whose conscience will not 
echo back thé truth upon the heart. 

With the Bible before us prophesying of the 
reign of Messiah, (1sa. 65: 25,) when the lion 
and the lamb shall lie down together, and noth- 
ing is to offend in all Giod’s holy mountain,——de- 
claring too with prophetic certainty ofa time to 
come, (Jer. 50: 20,) when the iniquity of Ju- 
dah shall be sought for and shall not be found— 
ought we not to expect the development of the 
very system of doctrine, or something substan- 
tially answering thereto, which God in mercy has 
now made manifest, and which is so extensive- 
ly denounced as the worst of heresies? We 
have been praying for and watching the rising 
of the morning star of the reign of righteousness. 
It appears in ¢he time expected, but it is not 
the thing looked for. I am aware of the ex- 
tent of the disappointment ; but is this frustra- 
tion of desire peculiar to professors of our day ? 
No, my brother. The same disappointment 
was equally universal at the time of the na- 
tivity of Messiah, eighte-n centuries ago. Then, 
as now, the times were big with expectation, 
and the publie eye watehed with thrilling in- 
terest the fulfillment of prophetic promise.— 

3ut what misconception as to the character and 
grade of the expected Priuce. While the eyes 
of the ehurch universal were upli!ted, awaiting 
the opening of the celestial city, and the bear- 
ing down in 

‘Stately pomp of burnished mail,’ 

the Jewish king, with chariots and horsemen, 
the momentous event was quietly fulfilling in 
the humble manger, uncared for and unnoticed. 
No Jewish doctors were summoned to his na- 
tivity, or heard the tidings of his birth; but 
humble shepherds, watching their flocks by 
night. So diverse was he from the expectation 
of the church, so counter to their wishes in 
parentage, in oceupation, in severity of rebuke, 
in fearful denunciation, that, disgusted with his 
pretensions of Messiahship, and enraged at the 
pengency of his truth, they demanded his ex- 
ecution upon the Roman cross. T say, if the 
Jewish church wholly mistook the character, 
the office, and the appearing of the Prince of 
Life at his nativity, is it strange that the church 
and her teachers in 1834, confessedly living in 
transgression, and apparently exulting in the 
disayowal of ‘perfection,’ or whole-hearted obe- 
dience to Gd, should equally mistake in the 
blindness of acknowledged sin, the mode and 
character of his glorious appearing, to com- 
mence his peaceful reign ? Onthe contrary, it 
would be strange indeed if they did not mistake 
the manner of his coming, wholly, grossly, and 
palpably. Instead of commencing his righteous 
reign by a tide of visible glory, borne on by pop- 
vlar feeling, and summoning the exalted and 
the wise, the teachers and expounders of the 
law, to give him audience, and to bring forward 
his kingdom, he leaves thei in the enjoyment 
of their greatness and glory, and stoops to 
touch the hearts of ‘a few silly young men,’ 
and ‘silly women,’ and commences the devel- 
opment and exaltation of himself, as the Lord 
their righteousness. I do not bring in the above 
quotation from a professed Christian print be- 
cause I consider it a grievous taunt, or an un- 
wise and false assertion, but merely as a happy 
expression, unconsciously to the writer, but 
admirably developing the modus operand: of 
that Being whose foolishness is wiser than men, 
and who hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise, and the weak things 
to confound the things that are mighty, 
and base things and things that are despised, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are, that no flesh should 
glory in his presence. But 1 will rather glory 
in his condescension, and make mention of 
that grace which could stoop so low as to lift 
me from the pit of folly and sin, and make his 
wisdom, and rigiteousness, and strength, per- 
fect through my weakness. 

Again, viewing the character of Christ 
merely by the eye of reason, ought you not to 
expect that here, in this world, he wili make a 
full development of the power of his gospel in 
delivering his people from sin? The Lion of 
the tribe of Judah comes to contend with 
transgression. It is the only thing in the uni- 
verse which his soul hates. He comes avow- 
edly in his gospel on a war of extermination, 
and shall he draw the sword against the chil- 
dren of his begetting ? No, my brother, ‘ He 
that is born of God doth not commit sin, for 
his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God.’ Why should He 
who comes to war against iniquity by the sword 
of his mouth, be made the minister of sin ? 
What have men thought his kingdom is to con- 





sist in? A millevnium of iniquity—a reign of 
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sin? Far otherwise. ‘A sceptre of right-| 
eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.’ 
What would men have Christ accomplish in 
his embassy to our world, if not a trinmph over 
sin in the children of his loivs? What should 
and ought to constitute the glory of his king- 
dom on earth, if not a reign of moral perfec- 
tion in the hearts of the sons of his adoption ? 
Any thing short of this, would be an inglorious 
failure in accomplishing the avowed object of 
his mission. (Matt. 1:21.) If he fails of 
triumphing over evil here, he must relinquish 
the field and yield the victory to Satan and sin. 
*Tis worse than idle for him te gird his sword 
upon his thigh, and style himselfthe Conqueror, 
if he does not fully and forever liberate his own 
household from the chains of the tyrant,—if he 
jeaves those whom he attempts to make free, 
in bondage, and those whom he professes to 
heal, with the serpent’s venom preying upon 
their heart. ‘ If th: Son,therefore, shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.’ 

Look at the gradual advance which God has 
apparently been making toward this elevated 
object. ‘T'o go back to the time of Luther— 
The Augustine friar, disgusted with the man of 
sin, lifted up his voice for reform. The hand 
of the Lord was with him, and the result was a 
reformation of Antichrist. Mxchanging the 
beast for something short of his image, Calvin, 
Zuingle and Arminius, with their disciples, 
lent their efforts to reform the Reformation. 
God at length raised up Whitfield and Wesley, 
the former to proclaim to the inhabitants of 
Christendom, ‘Ye must be born again,’ and 
to make mention of the Lord our Rightcous- 
ness ; the latter to press the doctrine, by pre- 
cept and example, that present obedience is 
the test of Christian adoption. Mr. Wesley aé 
first held to most of the cardinal points of the 
doctrine, as we understand it; yet he marred 
its beauty by conforming it to the false expe- 
rience of many who in his day professed per- 
fection andafterward apostatized from the faith. 
Instead of deciding with John, that ‘ they went 
out from him because they were not of him,’ 
he unwisely abandoned the key-stone of the 
system—saints’ perseverance—rather than look 
upon the apostates as hypocrites and deceived. 
Ile says himself, that for the space of six years 
after he was born again, or sanctified, he be- 
lieved that eternal obedience was secured, but 
that he afterward let go this point, on seeing 
numbers who professed to have attained per- 
fection fall into sin. It was this intellectual 
error which greatly paralized the otherwise re- 
straining influence of his life and doctrine upon 
the character of his followers. Doubtless many 
of his professed disciples are thus taking advan- 
tage of an error in his statement of a glorious 
truth, and wickedly making it their warrant for 
professing alternately perfection or sin, as best 
suits the selfish purposes of an unsanctified 
heart. It is thus that tradition makes void with 
many the inspired words of the beloved Gisci- 
ple--* Whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, 
neither known him.’ Yet John Wesley was a 
century in advance of his coadjutors. His 
memory will be cherished when the names of 
other reformers shall have been forgotten. 

After the days of Wesley and Whitfield, the 
spirit of reform seems to have left the old world 
and alighted in the new. Herein New Eng- 
land, Mr. Nettleton, catching the inspiration of 
his predecessors, and uniting thereto the wis- 
dom o* the serpent in gaining access to the im- 
penitent heart, led on the battle of the Lord 
over the fields where Whitfield and Edwards had 
trod, gaining new conquests and maturing 
and elevating the revival standard of former 
years. Now another light appeared. In west- 
ern New York, a voice was heard of one erying 
in the wilderness, ‘ Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, and make straight his paths.’ Mr. Fin- 
ney, the John Baptist of the 19th century, 
with the zeal and spirit of his prototype, went 
forth preaching repentance. His theme was 
the burning law of God, and man’s perfect abil- 
ity, as a free moral agent, aside from any thing 
else, to render thereto perfect obedience. 1 
am not alone in believing that Finney, together 
with those who caught their fire from his altar, 
accomplished the last great reform before the 
coming of the Messiah with his reign. The 
soil over which he passed, appears to have lost 
that vitality in the production of the harvest of 
his gathering, which no application of stimu- 
lants can restore. It requires thorough regen- 
eration, a new creation, to give itlife. Take 
a survey, my brother, of middle and western 
New York, where the energy of his administra- 
tion has been exerted with its most intense rig- 
or, and the moral death which has fastened up- 
on the churches, in despite of many vigorous 
efforts at relief, tells you in tones too distinct to 
be mistaken, that the ushering in of a New 
DISPENSATION is the only remedy adequate to 
the disease. This hath God done. It is holi- 
ness to the Lord. Kmphatically the Christian 
dispensation. The new creation in Christ Je- 





sus unto good works. Being born again, not of 


corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
Word of God, which /iveth and abideth forever. 
Its principles are fully contained in the decla- 
ration of our Living Head—‘ A good tree can- 
not bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit.’ 

Look at another principle developed by these 
reformations, as exhibiting the manner of God’s 
dealing with the world, in moving toward the 
accomplishment of this exalted object. To go 
no further back than the Reformation: look at 
the state of the papal church after the Lord had 
called out from it his chosen. Did the life of 
Christ continue to impart energy to the remain- 
ingmass? By no means; but it was abandoned 
as a rotten carease, to fester in its moral cor- 
ruption. The Spirit of God was seen undivided, 
in animating and cheering forward the advan- 
cing column of the stern Reformers. | Come 
down to the time of Whitfield and Wesley, in 
the still higher step which the Lord was then 
taking in the reform of the English Episcopal 
Church, the very child of the Reformation.— 
Here the standard was raised still higher. A 
small band came forth, bearing up against the 
load of obloquy cast upon them by the mother 
church, and the Lord was seen moving before 
them by a pillar of cloud and fire, leaving to 


this day the great body of Episcopacy a lifeless, | 


bloodless skeleton of ceremonies and forms. 

Need I cite you to another ease with which 
you are altovether familiar ? I speak of the 
revival promoted by Mr. Nettleton. All know 
and admit that the Spirit of the living God was 
with him, and that for e time great and glorious 
was his success. But he finished his course : 
and the Lord, as if hastening to the climax, 
specdily brought forward Charles G, Finney, 
and apparently withdrawing from his predeces- 
sor, urged on the then present dispensation 
with triple energy. The Spirit of the Lord, as 
heretofore, was seen in the front rank of the 
reformation, and it was manifest his curse rest- 
ed on those wha came not up to his help ; and 
not a small number of the ministry who appear- 
ed in opposition to the Reformer, stand to this 
day as the scathed and barren monuments of 
heaven’s displeasure. Thus God has been im- 
parting his whole undivided energy to the ap- 
VANCED GUARD which he has from time to time 
been urging forward in his contest with reigning 
evil, leaving the remaining mass to follow their 
perverse ways. Who is so dull as not to profit 
by the lesson, as God shall advance toward the 
perfection of the system ? 

Again, my brother, look at the gradual ad- 
vance which God has been making in the the- 
ology of the schools, teward the introduction of 
this ‘perfection’ of theological systems,—this 
cap-stone in the temple of divinity, which God 
will yet bring forward with shoutings of grace, 
grace unto it. We claim for it no merit as be- 
ing new or novel. It is in reality as old as the 
birth of the gospel. It may all be found in 
some three or four systems which have borne 
the name of orthodoxy, in the different ages of 
the reformation. It is principally contained in 
the Calvinistic doctrines, honestly carried out, 
of election by grace, and saints’ perseverance, 
not in sia, but in holiness of heart and life.— 
Divinity, as a science, has fully kept pace with 
the pioneering spirit of the field. Who does 
not know that theology, as renovated and re- 
deemed from the contradictions and absurdities 
of former ages, by such spirits as Beecher, 
Taylor, and their associates, forms the stepping 
stone to the doctrine of perfection? Who 
that can draw an obvious conciusion from es- 
tablished premises, but must see at a glance 
that Christian perfection, substantially as we 
hold it, is the legitimate product of New Eng- 
land divinity ? We have been taught in their 
schools, that sin lies wholly in the will, and that 
man as a free agent, possesses adequate ability, 
independent of gracious aid, to render perfect 
obedience to moral law ;~-in other words, to be 
a Perfectionst. hey have established the 
theory, that by virtue of a fizedness of purpose, 
man is able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil, and fudly to answer the end of his being. 
Now if this system, which the opposers of the 
new school men were not able to gainsay, teach- 
ing man’s ability, tndependent of gracious aid, 
to be perfect—to answer fully the end for 
which his Maker created him—-if this be ortho- 
doxy, I ask is it heresy to affirm that by virtue 
of life from a risen Christ, quickening our free 
moral agency, THE THING Is DoNE? I see no 
‘ point of rest’ for the advocates of new Divin- 
ity, short of the doctrine of perfection. If 
they will not advance, they must go back and 
adopt the inability system of their opponents, 
which they have so often and so ably demon- 
strated to be the climax of absurdity and folly, 
together with all its appendages of generated 
guilt, and physical depravit; To stand where 
they are is impossible. ‘They have not even 
the guilty resting place of tho disciples of the 
old school ; for these latter excusy their imper- 
fection under the wicked plea of inability, but 
the new school men affirm they can render per- 


| feet obedience, but will not,—anpd HERE 1s 
WILLFUL TRANSGRESSION OF KNOWN LAW. 

These authors of New England divinity have 
established by unanswerable argument, that pre- 
isent and perfect obedience to God can be ren- 
dered. But the 10w it is done, was left to be 
| practically developed by another dispensation 
—even to those who teach that ‘Z%e just shal! 
live by faith.” The clearness of intellectual 
vision which established the possibility of ren- 
dering perfect obedience, merely as a theory, 
rather increased than diminshed the moral 
| turpitude of the heart; and not until Christ is 
| preached as the end of the law for righteousness 
| to every one that Le/zeveth,—never until justified 
| by faith ina living Christ, does the soul find 
peace with God through the Lord Jesus. 
| Br. Weld, T address this letter to you not for 
| the purpose of eliciting controversy or expecting 
|it. very one must see that contending agains: 
| the doctrine of holiness, in any shape, is doin, 
_the work of its sworn enemy. May God preven: 
|you, my brother, from taking a stand, with 
jmany of the professed ministers of Christ, 
| against the Lord’s truth which has brought lean- 
hess into their own souls, and spread the pall of 
j death over their churebes. Ask yourself, if 
perfect obedience is not the test of Christianity, 
what is ? Who shall fix the standard, if it is re- 
moved from hence? Every other test is unstable 
as the mind of changing and mutable man. Be- 
side, if perfect love is not the test of sonship, no 
two men orsects can fix it. What will suit the 
Calvinist, the Arminian will object to; and even 
the liberality of the Arminian will not please 
the Universalist. If you reply, that by lowering 
the standard the benevolence of God ean reach 
a greater number of the human race, I answer, 
the benevolence of God, exerted toward an in- 
dividual, is designed to make him happy; and 
that perfect holiness is indispensable to rational 
happiness. Beside, if the test is changed under 
the plea of benevolence in the salvation of a 
greater number of souls, why not go for Univer- 
salism at once, and place the test low enough 
to save the whole race of men and devils >— 
But it appears idle to talk of any other standard 
or test, than the love of the whole heart. The 
world, says Dr. Beecher, is ‘ swinging on,’ and 
it takes a man swift of foot to keep up with it. 
Remember, my brother, that God is seen in 
the avvANCING COLUMN, and that his whole 
strength is ever found in the ‘fore front of the 
hottest battle.’ Every new dispensation enlists 
his undivided heart and energy. My object 
in thus writing you, is in kindness and friend- 
ship to bring the subject before your mind, and 
through you to gain access to the numerous 
class of young men whom the Lord is calling 
forth to the coming contest. Yours, &e., 

C. E. Durron. 








kG" The Lockport Journal says that laborers 
are busily employed in pushing the Niagara Sus- 
pension Bridge to completion. In remarking on 
the structure, that paper says: 

“Imagine a span 800 feet in length forming 
a straight hollow beam 20 feet wide and about 
18 feet deep, with top, bottom and sides. There 
will be au upper floor to support the railroad and 
cars, 20 feet wide between the railings, and sus- 
pended hy two wire-eables, assisted by stays. 

The lower floor, 19 feet wide and 15 feet high 
in the clear, is connected to the upper floor by 
vertical trusses. The cohesion of good iron wire, 
when properly united into cables or ropes, is 
found to befrom 90,000 to 130,000 Ibs. per 
square inch, according to quality. The lime- 
atone used in constructing the towers will bear 
a pressure of 500 tuns upon every square 
foot. The towers are 60 feet high, 15 feet 
square at the base, and 8 at the top. When 
this bridge is covered with a train of cars the 
whole length, it will sustain a pressure of’ not 
less than 405 tuns. The speed is supposed to 
add 15 per cent. to the pressure, equal to 61 
tuns. ‘The weight of superstructure added, es- 
timated at 782 tuns, makes the total aggregate 
weight sustained 1,273 tuns. . 

Assuming 2,000 tuns as the greatest tension 
to which the cables can be subjected, it is con- 
sidered safe to allow five times the regular 
strength, and providing for a weight of 10,000 


tuns. lor this, 15,000 miles of wire are re- 
quired. The number of wires in one cable is 
3,000. The diameter of cable about 91 inches. 


The bridge, we believe, is the longest between 
the points of support of any in the world.” 





gesr Proressor Oxtmstrep of Yale College, 
in a late lecture on Astronomy, said :—‘ Sup- 
posing a railroad car to travel at the rate of 
20 miles an hour, it would take it fifty days to 
go round the earth, and sixteen years to go 
round the sun. 1,281 Earths such as ours 
would find room in Jupiter; 1,000 of such in 
Saturn; and 1,400,000 of our earth’s size 
would find room in the interior of the sun, were 
that body hollow. Why, it would swallow all 
the planets six hundred times !’ 
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